
Purchasing a Vehicle: A Guide for International Teachers 

Overview: Buying a vehicle in the U.S. involves several steps, from obtaining a driver's license 

to understanding ongoing costs. This guide is designed to help you navigate the process 

smoothly. 

1. Obtain a Driver’s License 

• State Requirements: 

o Ensure you have a valid driver's license. If you don't have one, you'll need to 

apply for a U.S. driver's license. Each state has its own process, so check with 

your local Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) for specific requirements. If you 

have an International Driving Permit (IDP), you may be able to use it temporarily, 

but a state license is generally required for long-term driving. 

2. Understand Your Visa Status 

• Eligibility to Purchase: 

o Some dealerships or lenders may have specific requirements based on your visa 

status. Make sure your visa allows you to legally purchase a vehicle, and be 

prepared to provide documentation that proves your legal status and employment. 

3. Determine Your Budget 

• Financing Options: 

o Decide whether you'll buy the car outright, finance it through a loan, or lease it. 

Securing a loan might be more challenging for international buyers if you don't 

have a U.S. credit history. Some banks or credit unions specialize in loans for 

non-U.S. citizens, so explore your options. 

4. Research Vehicles 

• New vs. Used: 

o Decide whether you want to buy a new or used vehicle. Research different makes 

and models to find a car that fits your needs and budget. Online platforms like 

Kelley Blue Book or Edmunds can help you compare prices and features. 

5. Visit Dealerships 

• Test Drive and Negotiation: 

o Visit dealerships to test drive the vehicles you're interested in. Once you've found 

the right car, negotiate the price. Don’t hesitate to ask for a better deal or 

additional perks, such as extended warranties or free maintenance. 

 



6. Purchase the Vehicle 

• Payment and Documentation: 

o Once you've agreed on a price, you'll need to complete the paperwork. This 

includes the sales contract, loan agreement (if applicable), and title transfer 

documents. Review everything carefully before signing. 

7. Obtain Car Insurance 

• Legal Requirement: 

o Car insurance is mandatory in the U.S. You'll need to purchase a policy before 

you can legally drive your new car. Shop around for the best rates, and make sure 

your coverage meets the minimum legal requirements in your state. 

8. Register the Vehicle 

• State Registration: 

o After purchasing the vehicle, you'll need to register it with your local DMV. This 

process includes paying registration fees and obtaining your license plates. 

Depending on your state's requirements, you may also need to have the car 

inspected for safety and emissions. 

9. Understand Ongoing Costs 

• Maintenance and Taxes: 

o Owning a car involves ongoing expenses, such as maintenance, fuel, insurance, 

and property taxes. Be sure to budget for these costs to avoid any surprises. 
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